
 St Johnės Church    

October  / November 2025 



Photos from St Johnôs @3 óWild Worshipô 

The weather was kind to us at 
our St Johnôs@3 Autumn Wild 
Worship on 21st Sept 

Lots of fun connecting to God in 
nature. 
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Let's make an Autumn 
necklace! 

I love autumn, but after the more 
relaxed summer months, it can 
sometimes feel a bit overwhelming. 
As light fades, diaries fill, coughs 
and colds reemerge, and the media 
feeds us with a diet of dire headlines 
of war, violence, and division. 
Unless you're fortunate enough to 
have somewhere warm and sunny to 
escape to, it can feel tempting to 
hide under the duvet until spring 
shoots appear. 

This week, the writer Oliver 
Burkeman offered me a helpful 
image for navigating darker months. 
Picture your day as a string of beads, 
he suggests, with every action 
threading onto the necklace: some 
large and weighty, others small and 
ordinary. 

Making packed lunches and 
cleaning teeth is a bead. Checking 
on a neighbour is a bead. Writing to 
your MP, donating to relief work, 
serving at a foodbankðeach is a 
bead. So are quiet moments: a brisk 
walk, prayer, meditation, a cup of 
tea, a laugh with a child, an early 
night. 

Life becomes the art of choosing the 
next right bead. We don't need to 

hold the whole world in our heads or 
fix everything at once. We just 
choose the next faithful step and add 
it to the string. Over time, those 
choices shape a life that cares for 
both our wellbeing and the wider 
world. 

I don't know if Oliver is spiritual, 
but I often find echoes of Jesus in 
his writing. Just as his image 
reminds us that the present is where 
we can make a difference, so Jesus 
says "Do not worry about tomorrow, 
for tomorrow will worry about itself. 
Each day has enough trouble of its 
own." He points to birds and 

(Continued on page 2) 

Cover Photo:  Hardly needs a description - at this time of Harvest 
Festivals weôre especially  grateful for the Earthôs óbountyô 

Vicarôs Message             Revôd Kathryn Alford 
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A Few Ideas to help you ókeep Lentô this year. 

wildflowers and, like them, invites 
us to live this day - to thread today's 
beads rather than worry about 
tomorrow's string. 

This isn't denial; it's an invitation to 
trust. For Christians, that trust rests 
in God's faithful love. The belief 
that Christ walks with us through 
each ordinary moment, and will 
transform our small acts - our beads 
- into part of his larger story of love. 
If faith isn't your language, the 
invitation still stands: to value the 

bead in your hand and believe that 
every act of goodness towards 
ourselves, others and the world is 
never wasted. 

So, as we move through autumn, 
past Harvest, Remembrance, and 
towards Advent, let's remember that 
we don't have to carry everything at 
once. We can simply do the next 
thing in front of us intentionally and 
with care. And that's enough. 

With love 

Rev. Kathryn   

(Continued from page 1) 

Vicarôs Message - continued 

MALMECH & MANNION 
4 SOUTHFIELDS, CHEQUERS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

WELWYN GARDEN CITY 
  

MOTs on CARS, VANS, MINIBUSES, 
AND MOTORHOMES. 

 

           01707 336111 

 

St Johnõs Church Annexe 
Available for hire at reasonable cost 

Excellent for small meetings, Anniversaries and childrenôs Parties 
 

Booking Gus Edwards 

lizandgusedwards@gmail.com      01707 323785 

mailto:lizandgusedwards@gmail.com
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70th Wedding Anniversary Congratulations go to 
Gordon and Elfy Wilson! 

Is this a record? 

We offer our special 
congratulations and best 
wishes to Gordon and 
Elfy Wilson, who 
celebrated their 70th 
wedding anniversary on 
September 24th.  

They were married here in 
St Johnôs in 1955, and 
have remained strong and 
much respected members 
of the church ever since.  Gordon was both a school governor and PCC 
Secretary for many years.  They were delighted to receive a special 
anniversary card, signed by lots of people from todayôs congregation.  

Their fruitful working lives left many stories to tell.  Gordon with a 
degree in chemical engineering went on to work for ICI, and later was 
honoured for being óone in a millionô.  This was because he had 
clocked up one million miles travelling for the company all over the 
world!  Elfy trained as a nurse at St Georgeôs in London and went on to 
a variety of medical work, always with her great sympathy and nursing 
skill. 

They had to leave their longtime home in Coneydale, WGC, a few 
years ago, and are now in Autumn Vale Care Home, Welwyn.  They 
have outlasted several vicars of St Johnôs over the years.   We hold 
them in our thoughts and prayers, and assure them that they are not 
forgotten.    
óHappy Anniversary, and God bless you bothô. 

Rev. Edward Cardale 

Rev. Ron Ingamells adds: 

Over my years at St. Johnôs,  Gordon and Elfy Wilson were regular 
members of the congregation, and they became good friends. We had 

(Continued on page 5) 

News and People 
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NICK PAGE  
 PAVING SPECIALIST  
Driveways  Patios  Pathways  
brickwork landscaping  

  for free estimates and advice:       
  07850-915368         email nickpage15@hotmail.co.uk    

wƻō  .ŀƭƭŀǊŘ 

SIMON ADCOCK

PAINTING & DECORATING

      * Interior or exterior

      * Paper hanging

      * Rag rolling, sponging

         colour washing, dragging

      * Coving & cornice

      * Tiling

Clean, reliable service

Tel 01707 327327

mobile 07958 548505
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News and People - continued 

their company on many of the church outings we shared.  Also, we all 
joined together on regular visits to concerts at the Royal Festival Hall in 
London. 

Gordon was a great support when on the PCC.  He was always so 
positive when I suggested new projects like the building of the Annexe 
and the development of the Garden of Remembrance. 

When my full-time work with the YMCA came to an end, Gordon and 
Elfy were among a lovely group of people who made it possible for me  
to continue at St. Johnôs for another 10 years. They were very kind and 
supportive to Janet when my new work often took me to Romania. When 
our son died, it was people like Gordon and Elfy and others who made it 
possible for me to feel able to continue my ministry ï simply by being 
the best friends possible.  Congratulations to them both! 

Sponsored Bike nôHike 2025 - by Kevin Earl 

Last year we had the perfect 
weather for the Bike nôHike event, 
after an absolute scorcher the year 
before (30 centigrade!), and a bit of 
a washout the year before that 
(cold, and gloves needed too!).  

This year could be considered 
pretty much ok. There was heavy 
rain around lunchtime, but 
thankfully we had just completed 

the trek around all the churches of 
Hertford and were just seated in a 
restaurant for lunch when the 
heavens opened. Lucky, I hear you 
say! Not at all, for we had our 
ñsecret weaponò with us this year, 
in the form of the Vicar! Kathryn, 
of course, had arranged good 
weather for us for whenever we 
were walking or cycling. And so it 
was. We remained dry all day and 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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the coats 
stayed in the 
rucksacks. 
Many photos 
were taken 
(nearly one at 
each church), 

apparently because Kathryn said they 
look good on 
social media, 
or something. 
We all had a fun day, so thanks are due to Kathryn, 
Gina and Paul for joining Lucy and I on our travels, 

and a 
huge 
thanks to 
all those 
who 
sponsored 
us. Over 
Ã500 was 
raised, 
half for St 
Johnôs 

and half for the 
Beds and Herts 
Historic Churches 
Trust. 

News and People - concluded 
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October 2025 
 

5th The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 

            8 am     HC (BCP) 11 am     All Together Harvest Festival 
                                                                    - HC* followed by Bring & 
                                                                    Share Harvest lunch* 
 

12th   The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 
 8 am     MP (BCP)          11 am     HC with Sunday Club 
 

19th The Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity  
 8 am     HC (BCP)          11 am     Reflective Worship 
                  

26th The Last Sunday after Trinity 

 8 am     HC (BCP)    11 am     HC 
  4pm        Service of Thanksgiving 
 
 

November 2025 
 

2nd     All Saints Sunday  
 8 am     MP (BCP)      11 am     All Together - All Saints* 
 

8th Saturday!  3pm       St Johnsôs@3:  
                                     Light Party!* 
 

9th Remembrance Sunday  
 8 am     HC (BCP)         11 am     HC with Sunday Club  

  
16th  The Second Sunday before Advent  
         8 am    HC (BCP) 11 am    Reflective Worship  
 

23rd  Christ the King - The Sunday next before Advent  
         8 am    HC (BCP) 11 am        HC 
 

30th  Advent Sunday  
         8 am    HC (BCP) 11 am        HC 
 
 

* Children are welcome at all our services, but these services and 

events are especially suitable for families and children (as well as 

people of all other ages!)  

HC Holy Communion; MP Morning Prayer (Matins);  BCP  Book of 

Common Prayer;    NB Kathrynôs day off is Friday each week  

Services 
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We like to think all our services are special, but in this section we mention 
what you might call services ówith a differenceô.  Even if you donôt nor-
mally come to church you might like to try one of these. 

 

All Together Harvest Festival followed by Bring and 
Share Lunch - Sunday 5th October at 11am  

Weôd love 
you to join 
us on Sun-
day 5th Oc-
tober at 
11am for our 
All-Together 
Harvest Fes-
tival with 
Communion, 
followed by 
our Bring 
and Share 
Harvest 
Lunch with 
activities for 
children. 

This lively, joyful service is a wonderful chance for all ages to come to-
gether ð giving thanks for the gifts of creation, and for all that we can 
share with others. 

Weôll be collecting for our local foodbank and the Bishopôs Harvest Ap-
peal, so if youôre able, please bring along tins or packets to donate, and 
any spare change to support these good causes. If you're able to bring 
some food to share in the lunch, drop us a message or sign up on the list in 
church.  

A warm welcome awaits for everyone ð come and celebrate the season 
with us! 

(Continued on page 15) 

óSpecial Servicesô 
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Summer is lovely, but itôs great too to be back in 
the routines of school and work and church, 
seeing friends again and learning new things 
every day. Weôve had our first Sunday Club of 
term (finding lost ósheepô in the church 
gardens!), and also our new St Johnôs@3 Sunday 
afternoon celebration for everyone.  Thereôs 
loads more to come this term at church, even as 
the long, light days make way for more dark and 
cosy nights.  

When I was little, I loved a book called óThe Owl Who Was Afraid of the 
Darkô by Jill Tomlinson. In each chapter óPlopô, the baby barn owl meets a 
different character who tells him that the dark isnôt just scary, it can be 
exciting or useful, and beautiful too with the moon and stars. Plop took 
some convincing and for lots of us it can still feel scary sometimes. But we 
can listen too to Jesus who tells us that he is the LIGHT in our world, and 
we donôt ever need to be scared of the darkness when weôre with him.  

On Saturday 8th November itôs the St Johnôs@3 LIGHT party! A whole 
community celebration of light in the darkness with games, tasty treats, 
music, and crafts.  Do join us.  Not sure what St Johnôs@3 is? Check out 
the pics [inside front cover] from our September event ôWild 
Worshipô [and Special Services - St Johnôs@3 Light Party on P17] 

But before that is Harvest Festival on Sunday 5th October, a wonderful 
celebration of Godôs goodness to us, for all ages.  Join us for the service at 
11 and afterwards for lunch together ï thereôll be harvest themed activities 
for children (and adults too!).  The first Sunday of the month is always set 
aside as time for all ages to worship together in our 11am service.    

Our theme in Sunday Club, as we explore more stories of Jesus, is ólost 
and foundô ; come and find out more on the second Sunday of the month 
at 11 during morning service.   This term weôre meeting on October 12th, 

November 9th and December 14th. Thereôll be Bible 
stories, games, crafts, friends and time to play.   

So whether you love the restful, cosy, starry dark, or not, 
join us at St Johnôs in October and November and meet 
Jesus, the light of the world!   

For more information contact 
revkathrynalford@gmail.com 

Children and Young People at St Johnôs by Jo Brooks 

mailto:revkathrynalford@gmail.com
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St Johnôs School 
Year 6 Young Leaders  
practising their skills 
with children in year 1 

and 2 
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News from St Johnôs C of E School - September 2025 

We have had a great start to the new 
school year. Our fifteen new 
Reception children have settled in well 
and are already coming along to our 
Friday Celebration assemblies as well 
as playing with the older children at 
break and lunch times. Our buddy 
system of pairing an older child with a 
much younger one works so well. It is 
lovely seeing them playing together 
and looking out for one another.  

With Revd Kathrynôs help we have put 
together the plans for our Collective 
Worship for the term. We are working our way through the bible, finding 
out about the main events, characters and chronology. For each story that 
we explore we are relating them to our own life, so that the stories of the 
bible become our own stories. In exploring the stories in Genesis so far, we 
have explored looking after our world, forgiveness and making promises.  

We will soon be thinking about Open Days for prospective new children 
and their families. These are opportunities to look around our school with a 
view to begin with us in September 2026. Our Open Days are: 

Tuesday 21st October 1.30 p.m. 

Friday 24th October 10.00 a.m. 

Tuesday 4th November 1.30 p.m. 

Wednesday 5th November 10.00 a.m. 

If you know families with Reception aged children do please tell them 
about our lovely school and direct them to our website or forward them this 
link: 

St John's Voluntary Aided Church of England Primary School - Home 
- https://www.stjohns561.herts.sch.uk/ 

We have had lots of lovely things going on at school in September already. 
These have included year 5 taking part in a Fun Run at Stanborough, Young 
Leaders training for year 6 [see left] and voting for our School and Eco 

(Continued on page 14) 

https://www.stjohns561.herts.sch.uk/
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Councils. Clubs have started again 
including Choir, Art, Netball, Lego 
and Dance!  

With summer turning once and for 
all to autumn we are looking 
forward to joining you for the 
Harvest All-age service on Sunday 
5th October as well coming to St 

Johnôs Church for our own school 
Harvest festival on Thursday 2nd 
October.   

Best wishes, 

Michelle Boylan  

Headteacher at St. Johnôs Church 
of England School 

(Continued from page 13) 

News from St Johnôs School - June 2025 - Continued 
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A Special Service of Thanksgiving and Remembrance 
Sunday 26th October, 4pm  

 
You are warmly invited to our Autumn Service of Thanksgiving and Re-
membrance on Sunday 26th October at 4pm.  

This short, reflective service offers us a gentle space to give thanks for the 
lives of those we have loved and lost ð whether recently or many years 
ago. 

For our Autumn gathering, we'll be meeting in the church to keep every-
one warm! 

After the service, everyone is warmly invited to stay for tea and cake. 
[Rev. Kathryn is very fond of cake - Ed.] 

 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 17) 

óSpecial Servicesô - continued 
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